THE NEGLECTED GARDEN
Text: Proverbs 24: 30-34

| NTRO Much can be learned in life by sinply
payi ng attention.

THE W SE MAN TAKES US TO A SCENE WE HAVE
ALL VI EMED BEFORE- - a negl ected farm or
garden, vs. 31.

NOTE: This scene, perhaps, conjures up
different thots to each of us, but
probably nost all of us would use the
word "waste" in trying to describe the
scene to others. A garden is going to
waste, the entire project is a failure.

VHY | S THE FARM SUCH A FAI LURE?
A. Negati ve.
1. Not due to the soil. It produced
a good crop of weeds
2. Not the fault of intruders:
rabbits, deer, birds.
3. Not that the farmer planned to
fail. He did not plant thorns &
nettles or tear down the fence.

B. Positive: OQobviously the failure is
summed up in one word: Neglect.

destroys gardens.

marri ages, Eph. 5:24-25
children, Eph. 6:4

busi nesses.

churches, Heb. 10: 25
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BUT WHY DI D THE FARVER NEGLECT H S FI ELD
OR VI NEYARD? Two reasons are cited in the
text, vs. 30.

A. Lazi ness.
1. Has hat its inpact in industry.



3.
4.

5.

I n governnent.

I n churches.

W need to realize that work is
not a curse. CGen 2:15

Wrk is God-1ike, John 5:17

B. Devoid of understandi ng--of the | aw of
sowi ng & reaping? Think it does not
apply to them

1

2.

3.

4.

Too optimstic, guilty of pipe
dream ng, "good will cone."
Surely a few seeds will cone up
vol unteer from|l ast year's
pl anting. 1 Cor 3:6.

Too pessimstic: "won't do any
good." Nathaniel, JN 1:46
Moses, EX 3:11 thru 4:18.

No goal. Failure to recognize the
val ue to be gai ned.

Not aware, or forget that it is
our responsibility to make the
best of what is put in our
trust.

For everyone to whom nmuch is
given, fromhimnmuch will be
required; & to whom nuch has
been commtted, of his they
will ask the nore. (LK 12:48).

a. Wat you do not have & can-
not gain i s not your
responsi bility.

b. What you cannot do is not
your duty.

c. But there are things you do
have, opportunities,
abilities, etc. These



matters we nust account
for in the final judgnent.

CONCLUSION:  The wise man | ooked at the neg-
| ected garden & learned a | esson. WII we?
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