ANl MAL RI GHTS
Text: Deuteronony 25:4

| NTRO Over the last 4 decades we've heard a
| ot about rights--human rights, civil rights
states rights, inalienable rights, a woman's
right to an abortion--and now ani mal rights.

This is a conplicated subject & probably
not as "black and white, cut and dried" as
sone individuals imgine it to Dbe. It
i nvol ves anong other things, the use & abuse
of natural resources.

And tho the Bible has little or nothing
to say about animal rights, per se, it does
have quite a bit to say about human wongs.
And it does say a nunber of things that have
beari ng on our subject.

.  GOD CREATED ALL "NATURAL RESOURCES, "
| NCLUDI NG ALL FORMS OF LI FE: PLANT, AN MAL, &
HUMAN

READ GENESI S 1:1, 11-12, 20-25

A. Man is the crowning glory of creation.
He did not evolve fromlower forns of
life. H's body was forned fromthe

el enents of the earth & his soul or
spirit was specially created in the inmage
of God H nmsel f, Gen 2:7; 1:26-27.

B. Man, nmade in God' s inmage, possesses
intellect, enpotions & wll. Tho man's
body is subject to deterioration &
decay, his spirit survives death to live
on in another realm Eccl 12:7; 3:18-21.

. GOD'S PLACE IN THE UNI VERSE | S THAT OF
SOVEREI GN OWNERSHI P.  We hear of human rights
civil rights, states rights & even ani ma
rights. The rights that should concern us



nost are God's rights. READ PSALM 50: 10-
12; 24:1-2.

I11. MAN' S PLACE IN THE UNI VERSE | S THAT VWHI CH
HAS BEEN ASSI GNED HI M BY THE CREATOR

A. Qur relationship to God is that of

st ewar dshi p. W nust soneday gi ve account
for our uses & abuses of the things put
W thin our power. READ LK 12:42-43, 48.

B. Man has been given the responsibility
of subduing & exercising dom nion over
t he animal creation, Gen 1:26-27

V. LET'S TAKE A LOOK AT THE VERSES THAT M GHT
BE USED TO TEACH ANI MAL RI GHTS.

A. Deut eronony 25:4.
1. The statenent is proverbial in
nature. Tho it may legitinmately have
aliteral application, it isin a
context of discussing human rights,
vs. 2-5.

2. Paul's application of this text
in 1l Cor 9:9 shows that we are on
the right track, 1 Cor 9:9-12.

B. Exodus 23:19; 34:26; Deut, 14:21.
1. dder commentators saw no
significance in these verses beyond
that of showing pity & avoiding
cruelty.

2. Jewish traditions re kosher foods
does not allow neat to be cooked in
mlk to be sure to avoid violating

t hese verses.

3. In 1930 archaeol ogi sts di scovered
the Ugarit literature, in which "it



was | earned that boiling a kid in
its nother's mlk was a Canaanite
[religious] practice used in
connection with fertility rites”
(Wcliffe Comrentary).

4. Again, a look at the context of
this command bears out what we have
al ready consi dered.

5. Thus, this passage is not really
stressing ani mal rights, but human
W ongs.

C. Proverbs 12:10.
1. | believe this verse, along with
general principles suggested in
ot her passages, indicates that it is
wong to practice aninmal cruelty.

2. It has been generally observed
that those who practice ani nal
cruelty usually graduate to

human cruelty.

3. It should be noted, however, that
raising & killing animals for food,
clothing & other legitinmate pur-
poses, using them as beasts of
burden, etc., are not viewed in the
Bi ble as acts of cruelty.

V. ANI MAL RI GHTS EXTREM STS PROTEST THE
LEG TI MATE USE OF ANI MALS. Note an
article in Readers D gest, June, 1990,
detailing vandali smon the part of

"animal rights" extrem sts. And make no
m st ake about it, when a person refers to
killing animals for food or nedical
research as "murder," that person is an
extrem st.



A. Perhaps the real culprit here is the
at hei stic doctrine of general evolution.
General evolution theorizes that humans
are basically no different fromthe rest
of the so-called ani mal ki ngdom -that we
have devel oped from ape-Ili ke ancestors &
soneday will be devel oped out of

exi stence, giving way to sone higher form
of life, & that we as individuals have no
greater destiny than the grave.

B. The Bible repeatedly enphasi zes the
di stinction between human and other life
forns. READ MATTHEW 6: 26; 8. 31- 32,
12:11-12; LUKE 12:4-7

C. The following uses of animals are in
harnmony with the revealed wll of God, to
whom al | the ani mal s bel ong:

1. Animals, both wild & donestic,
can be killed & eaten. In fact,

under the QOI, certain neats were
required--Passover, etc. GCen 9:3

2. Animals, both wld & donestic may
be killed to provide clothing or
shelter for man. Adami's 2" suit was
made from ani mal skin. John the
Bapti st wore a garnent made from
canel hi de.

3. Animals may be used as beasts of
burden. Ride them pull chariots,
pl ows, thresh grain, etc.

4. There is Scriptural precedent for
penning aninmals in a stall for the
preci se purpose of slaughter as
food. They killed the fatted calf.



5. WId aninals were slain for the
protection of donestic animals &
men. Davi d.

6. Dogs were used in guarding and
gui di ng sheep, Job 30:1

7. Animals were kept as pets for
conpani onship. 2 Sam 12:1-6; Matt
15: 27

8. The principles involved in
hunting, fishing & trapping

har noni zes with the Scriptures.
Lev 17:13; Anps 3:5; MI 17:27; JN
21: 6

9. It is in harnmony with these

Bi blical principles to use aninmals
in research & devel opnent of
medi ci nes & safety devi ces.

10. "Ganme managenent" falls within

t he scope of subdui ng & exerci sing
dom ni on over the fish, fows, etc.
This is a difficult & conpl ex

probl em Use of a resource m ght be
right for one area, circunstance, or
time, & wong for another. READ

ECCL. 3:1-8
CONCLUSION: | believe it is wong for us to
wasteful |y abuse & destroy animal |ife--not so

much because animals have rights, but because
they belong to God, & we nust honor Divine
rights. | believe it is sinful for us to be
cruel to any creature God has made--but this
does not preclude our using the things God has
put under our domnion to serve & fulfill our
needs.
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